ch<u? IV	MULHAR ROW GUIKOWAR	45
For some time a desultory warfare continued before Kuree,
the enemy for the most part respecting Major Walker's force,
and directing their, hostility chiefly against the army of the
Guikowar commanders Major Walker, on the other hand,
finding that his own ammunition was insufficient, that the
artillery of Babajee's army was unserviceable, and that that
leader's troops, if not actually wanting in courage, nor destitute
of fidelity, were still lukewarm, and far less disposed to the
cause they had espoused than the brave, though undisciplined,
Puthans, Gosaeens, and Koolees, who composed the foice of
Mulhai Row, deemed it his duty to confine himself to defensive
measures, or at least to undertake no enterprise which his
detachment could not execute without the support of the allies
Negotiations were, at the same time, going on between Major
Walker and Mulhar Row The former, who was anxious to
relieve Captain Williams from the ill-treatment to which, as a
captive, he was exposed, even made concessions, but Mulhar
Row only rose in his terms, and the whole conference was pro-
ductive of no effect
Sn William Clarke arrived, and took command at Cambay
on the 12th April It had at first been intended that the
detachments as they landed should have been sent on at once,
but it was ascertained that a thousand of the enemy's horse,
under Bhooput Singh of Bhunkora, lay in wait to intercept
them, and it was judged prudent to avoid the risk Sir William
Clarke, therefore, maiehed with the whole force, and joined
Major Walker at Boodasun, on the 24th April, when he found
himself at the head of a body of troops which, independently of
the allies, amounted to between five and six thousand men,
more than two thousand of whom were Europeans The first
task of the British commander was to despatch a message to
Mulhar Row, offering him, for the last time, an opportunity of
peaceably submitting to the terms which had been demanded
of him During the consultation which was held at Mulhar
Row's, when the news of Sir Wilham Clarke's arrival was
announced, Mookund Row Guikowar upbraided Shivram,
Bhooput Singh, and the chief of the Puthans, with having
prevented the peaceable settlement of affairs, and stigmatized
them as the authors of the approaching calamity The other
leaders of the party * looked at each other with much concern , *

